The Scandal of God’s Generosity

Text: Matthew 20:1-16
The Chief Message of the Parable

e The
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of the parable.

o Equalityin Christ’s kingdom is

o God’s generosity is

e The central and the Master’s

Christ’s Character Upends Our Natural Tendencies

e We prefer judgment and condemnation over

e God actually

e QOurminds pose




Life Enrichment

What about today’s teaching challenged, disturbed, or encouraged you?

e Have you ever wanted to meet someone only to find out that they were not what you
hoped or expected? How did you feel? Surprised? Disappointed? Betrayed? Or
something else?

e Ifyou had been one of the first workers hired, how would you have felt at the end of
the day?

e What upsets you most when life just isn’t fair?

e Whydo you think Jesus’ sense of justice and fair-play is so different from what we
see as hormal?

e Why do you think we put so much emphasis on earning or deserving? Why doesn’t
this work with God’s generosity, love, or forgiveness?

e Why do you think the Master described the first workers hired as “envious” of His
generosity (v. 15)? How are we sometimes envious of God’s generosity toward
others?

e What did you find challenging or disturbing about this parable’s message?

e How has this parable changed what you think about Jesus?

e How will knowing these truths help you relate to others differently?



