Roadblocks to a Biblical Understanding of Suffering

August 30, 2026

Text: Luke 9:22; Mark 8:34-35; John 15:18-20; Acts 14:22; 2 Corinthians 11:23-26;
Colossians 1:24

Navigating Around the Roadblocks

e We’ve forgotten

e We’ve allowed the steady creep of

e We’ve redefined ministry.



Life Enrichment

What about today’s teaching challenged, disturbed, or encouraged you?

e What do you find to be the most frustrating thing about road construction season
and why?

e How do you think living in the most prosperous society in human history affects our
view of suffering?

e The message of scripture is clear, “God is a suffering God who will stop at nothing to
reconcile this broken world to Himself” (Walsh/Keesmaat). How do we miss this
message in the modern church?

e Read the following scriptures — Luke 9:22-24; Acts 14: 22; Romans 8:17-18; James
1:2-4. What do these verses tell us about the Bible’s attitude toward suffering?

e How has the false teaching of the prosperity gospel crept into all forms of American
Christianity?

e Why do you think so many Christians embrace the prosperity gospel?

e How has our neglect of the topic of suffering redefined what it means to be an
apostle or prophet? How has that reshaped the ministry of the church?

e How can we begin to embrace the biblical attitude toward suffering? How might that
change the way we view our own suffering and the suffering of others?



