
Maranatha Weekly Study Guide - 2/3/21 If       

anyone in your family needs a Bible, please contact the office, kingsfordag@yahoo.com or             
call 774-7631, ext. 7.  

Setting the Stage: What is the Church? 
(https://missionbibleclass.org/2017/08/16/teaching-children-about-the-church/) 

1. Take a large sheet of paper and draw the outline of a 
large house.  Be sure to make the drawing lines of 
your house reach almost to the edges of the paper. 
Set a few people to work on drawing their family 
members inside their house.  (Be sure to instruct that 
all drawings must remain inside the “house”) 

2. Meanwhile, take another sheet of paper and draw an 
outline of a church building.  Begin thinking about who 
is in your church and work on drawing those people 
inside the outline of the church building. 

READ & DISCUSS: Last week we read about the promise of the Holy 
Spirit being given to the disciples. Read on to understand how the first church was born...  
Read: Acts 2:42-47 and/or “The First Church” in The Beginner's Bible pg 480.  

●  What are the four things that the early church devoted themselves to? (the apostles’ 
teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread {Lord’s Supper}, and to prayer) 

3. After spending some time talking about the drawing of your family. Take scissors and 
begin to cut away the outside edges--cut away the house but leave the pictures of your 
family inside. 

4. Talk about how your family is still a family even if there is no house.  “When we go to 
the park are we still a family?”  Yes.  “When we get in a car and drive to another place 
are we still a family?”  Yes.  

5. Now it is time to talk about the church.  Begin to cut away the edges of the church 
picture, cutting away the drawing of the church building. Begin talking about how only 
the building is missing and that the Christians were left inside.  We talked about how it is 
the saved people who are the church…not the building.  If the church decides to meet at 
the park instead of a church building are they still the church?  Yes.  If the church 
travels across town to deliver food to a family in need are they still the church?  Yes. 

● Is the church a building? No 
● What is the church? (People who are Christians are the church) 
● Repeat again what was the priorities of the “first church” and how can we make 

sure that is the priority of our church today.  
MEMORIZE: John 14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am.“  

There’s a link on Maranatha Family’s Facebook page or Type this into your internet browser to sing 
the verse: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8CpNrH6z-7U  
Please share your thoughts with our church family by sending us a letter, email, phone call, or on 
Facebook. 

https://missionbibleclass.org/2017/08/16/teaching-children-about-the-church/


Revelation 1 – From God with Love  
February 3, 2021 

 
Text 
Revelation 1:17-18, NIV 
 
Guiding Question – “Why does the Church, faced with the temptation to compromise and challenged by 
worldly disdain and pressure, need to conceive of Jesus the way John presents Him in Revelation 1?” 
 
Setting the Table 

● Revelation has more ___________________________ than any other NT book. 
o There are at least 33 unique OT references and hints in Revelation chapter 1 –  
o (1:1) Dan 2:28-30, 45-47 (1:4) Zec 4:2-9; Ex 3:14; Isa 41:4; 43:10; 44:6; 48:12 (1:5) Ps 89:27, 37; 

(1:6) Ex 19:6 (1:7) Dan 7:13; Zec 12:10 (1:10) Eze 2:2; 3:12, 14, 24; Ex 19:16-20 (1:11) Ex 17:14; 
34:27; Isa 30:8 (LXX); 8:1; Jer 36:2; Hab 2:2 (1:12) Zec 4:2-6; Num 8:1-4 (1:13-16) Dan 7:13-14; 
10:5-6; Eze 1:24; 43:2; Isa 11:4; 49:2; Jud 5:31 (1:17-18) Dan 8:16-19; 10:7-12; 12:7; Isa 22:22; 
41:4; 44:6; 48:12; Dt 32:40 (1:20) Dan 2:29. 

● In chapter one, John introduces us to several important _____________________ and 
_____________________. 

 
 
 

● The final table setting image is of Christ coming “_______________________________” (1:7). 
 

 
 
Why do We Need to See Jesus this Way? 
 

● Compromising and suffering Christians need to see ______________________________ ruling 
throughout human history (1:4-8). 

 
 
 

● We need to know Jesus’ _________________________________________ (1:5b). 
 
 
 

● We need to know Jesus’ _________________________________________ (1:13-16). 
 
 
 

● We need to know Jesus as __________________________________________ Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Life Enrichment  
What about today’s teaching challenged, disturbed, or encouraged you? 
 
 
 

● What are some areas Christians are tempted to compromise with American culture? 
 
 
 

● Where does our culture pressure us most? How do we feel the world’s resistance and hostility? 
 
 
 

● Why does the Church, faced with the temptation to compromise and challenged by worldly disdain and 
pressure, need to conceive of Jesus the way John presents Him in Revelation 1? 

 
 
 
 

● What three titles is Jesus given in verse 5? What implications do they have for His followers?* 
 
 
 

● Why is it important for Christians to know that God is active in their current circumstances? How does 
John emphasize this truth in verses 4 and 8? 

 
 
 

● According to John, what can we expect to be a part of the package of being a Christian while on earth 
(1:9a)? How do we see this worked out in our daily lives?* 

 
 
 

● What lessons are we supposed to take from Jesus walking among the lampstands (1:12-16)?  
 
 
 

● What perspective do you gain from Revelation 1 regarding history? National crises? Difficult 
circumstances? The future? The church? Christ’s love?* 

 
 
 

● How does this chapter convict and/or encourage you as a follower of Jesus Christ? 
 
 

 
*Questions are taken from Revelation: A Vision of Hope by Craig Keener and Janet Nygren. Zondervan, 2010 
(pp. 16-20). 

 


